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 ADA McCONNELL:  Your Honor, the next case is 

State vs. Tommy Lee Williams.  That will be an open-ended 

guilty plea. 

 THE COURT:  All right. 

 ADA McCONNELL:  The defendant is currently 

charged in Indictment Number 2009-R-161, charging the 

defendant with three counts of obstruction of an officer with 

violence and aggravated assault on a peace officer.  What 

we’ve agreed to do is to consolidate each of the three victim 

officers in the felony obstruction charges into a single count 

of felony obstruction in Accusation Number 2012-R-142.  

And it’s to that accusation that the defendant will be entering 

an open-ended guilty plea. 

  For the record, the defendant is present in court 

and represented by his attorney, Mr. Brown. 

  Factually, Your Honor, the evidence would show 

that on April 14th, 2009, at about 2:30 p.m., Deputy Mark 

Crowe, who at that time was with the Bryan County Sheriff’s 

Department, was leaving the scene of a previous call here in 

Bryan County when he observed the defendant in a yard on 

Beulah Church Road here in Ellabell.  Deputy Crowe 

mistakenly believed that the defendant was a former 

schoolmate of his, Mr. Leroy Holloway.  Deputy Crowe 

yelled a remark to the defendant, to which the defendant 

apparently took offense.  Deputy Crowe explained that he 
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mistook the defendant for someone else, but the defendant 

continued to be angry.  The defendant remarked, laced with 

obscenities, that he wasn’t Leroy, and I don’t like the police. 

  Deputy Crowe continued to apologize for his 

mistake, but the defendant continued to be angry with Deputy 

Crowe and continued to loudly yell curse words at Deputy 

Crowe.  The defendant then walked into the roadway, 

prompting Deputy Crowe to remark, now you’re not on your 

property.  Deputy Crowe warned the defendant to stop his 

cussing in public while standing on a public highway.  The 

defendant continued to approach Deputy Crowe in a 

threatening manner. 

  Deputy Crowe verbally placed the defendant 

under arrest, at which time the defendant struck Deputy 

Crowe with a closed fist to his right jaw.  Deputy Crowe 

struggled with the defendant to take him into custody, during 

which time the defendant bit Deputy Crowe on his right 

bicep while he was being held in a headlock. 

  As the defendant and Deputy Crowe continued to 

struggle, Deputy Carrington arrived to assist and was struck 

by the defendant in her head -- actually she struck the 

defendant in his head with her baton.  The defendant 

continued to swing his fist at Deputy Crowe, at which time 

he then struck Deputy Carrington two times with a closed fist 

to the top of her head. 



 

 

5 

 

  By this time Deputy Cleve White had arrived and 

tased the defendant with a Taser.  The defendant fell on the 

ground, got up, ran away.  Defendant then struck pursuing 

Deputy Cleve White on the chin with a closed fist as Deputy 

White attempted to apprehend the defendant, at which time 

Deputy Carrington then struck the defendant again with her 

baton while additional officers arrived and placed the 

defendant under arrest. 

  It’s my understanding this is an open-ended guilty 

plea that’ll be entered under Alford vs. North Carolina. 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  That is correct, subject to the 

Court’s approval. 

 THE COURT:  All right. 

  If you would, raise your right hand and be sworn, 

please. 

 

 (Defendant Williams is duly sworn) 

 

DEFENDANT TOMMY LEE WILLIAMS, duly 

sworn, is questioned by the Court as follows: 

 

 Q If you would, state your name for the record. 

 A Tommy Lee Williams. 

 Q And, Mr. Williams, are you a United States citizen? 

 A Yes, sir. 
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 Q How old are you? 

 A Thirty-eight. 

 Q How much education do you have? 

 A A high school diploma. 

 Q Can you hear and understand my statements and 

questions to you? 

 A Yes, sir. 

 Q Are you currently suffering from any mental or physical 

diseases? 

 A No, sir. 

 Q Are you under the influence at this time -- 

 A No, sir. 

 Q -- of any drugs, alcohol, narcotics, medications, 

anything of that nature? 

 A No, sir. 

 THE COURT:  Okay.  I need you to speak up just a 

little bit, just make sure my court reporter can hear you.  

Okay? 

 A (By Defendant Williams) No, sir, I’m not on any drugs. 

 Q (By the Court) Do you understand that you’re charged 

with one count of obstruction of a law enforcement officer? 

 A Yes, sir. 

 Q Do you understand that if you were to be convicted of 

that offense, you could be sentenced from one to five years to 

serve in the state penitentiary? 
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 A Yes, sir. 

 Q Do you understand that you have the right here today to 

enter a plea of not guilty, and if you pled not guilty, you’d be 

entitled to a jury trial?  You would be presumed innocent of this 

charge, and that presumption of innocence would remain with you 

throughout the jury trial unless and until you’re proven guilty 

beyond a reasonable doubt? 

 A Yes. 

 Q Do you understand that? 

 A Yes, sir. 

 Q Do you understand that at trial you would have the right 

to confront and with the assistance of your lawyer, Mr. Brown, 

cross-examine each of the State’s witnesses that testified against 

you? 

 A Yes, sir. 

 Q Do you understand that you would have the right to 

subpoena your own witnesses to come into court and testify in 

your defense? 

 A Yes, sir. 

 Q Do you understand that you would have the right to 

testify yourself and to offer any evidence that you may have in 

your defense? 

 A Yes, sir. 
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 Q Do you understand that you would have the right to be 

free from self-incrimination, which means if you chose not to 

testify, that no one could make you testify against your will? 

 A Yes, sir. 

 Q And do you understand that you would have the right to 

be represented by an attorney throughout the entire jury trial 

process? 

 A Yes, sir. 

 Q Okay.  Do you understand that when you plead guilty 

that you’re giving up your right to a jury trial? 

 A Yes, I understand. 

 Q Okay.  Do you have any questions at this time for either 

the Court or Mr. Brown concerning your constitutional rights? 

 A Sir? 

 Q Do you have any questions at this time -- 

 A No, sir, I don’t have any questions. 

 THE COURT:  That’s okay.  Just take a deep breath.  

We’re gone get through this. 

 Q (By the Court) Do you have any questions for either me 

or Mr. Brown about your constitutional rights at this point? 

 A (By Defendant Williams) No, sir. 

 Q Okay.  You’re represented by Mr. Brown; is that 

correct? 

 A Yes, sir. 
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 Q Have you had sufficient time to talk to him about this 

charge? 

 A Yes, sir. 

 Q Satisfied with the services that he’s rendered in your 

behalf? 

 A Yes, sir. 

 THE COURT:  Now my understanding, as has been 

announced, is that you’re tendering this plea under Alford vs. 

North Carolina.  And I’m gone tell you how -- what I think 

that case says and what that means and see if that is 

consistent with what -- what you think it says. 

  Under that case, it says that you can come into 

court when you’re charged with a crime -- not just you but 

anybody -- can come into court when charged with a crime 

and enter a plea under that case and say:  I’m not saying I’m 

guilty.  I’m just saying the State has enough evidence that a 

jury might find me guilty.  And because of that, it’s in my 

best interest to go ahead and accept this agreement that’s -- or 

enter this plea and -- and not go to a jury trial. 

 A (By Defendant Williams) Yes. 

 Q (By the Court) Now, is that what you’re telling me? 

 A Yes, sir. 

 THE COURT:  Okay.  All right.  And for the record, 

the Court’s going to accept your plea under Alford vs. North 

Carolina. 
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 Q (By the Court) Okay.  Having said that, now that we’ve 

got that established, are you satisfied that a jury here in Bryan 

County could find you guilty based on the evidence that the State 

has of obstruction of an officer in that here in Bryan County, on or 

about April 14, 2009, that you knowingly and willfully obstructed 

Deputy Mark Crowe, Deputy Susan Carrington, and Deputy Cleve 

White, law enforcement officers with the Bryan County Sheriff’s 

Department engaged in the lawful discharge of their official duties, 

by doing violence to said officers by striking each deputy with a 

closed fist and by biting Deputy Crowe while resisting lawful 

arrest?  Now, is it your position that the State has sufficient 

evidence that a jury could find you guilty if that evidence were 

presented to a jury here in Bryan County? 

 A (By Defendant Williams) Yes, sir. 

 Q All right.  Now, are you doing this freely and 

voluntarily? 

 A Yes, I am. 

 Q Has anybody tried to force you or coerce you or make 

you enter this plea against your will? 

 A No, sir, they ain’t. 

 THE COURT:  Okay.  Now, it’s also been represented 

to the Court that there is no agreement as to sentence.  You’re 

entering an open-ended plea and asking the Court to impose 

sentence. 
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  Okay.  At this point I’m gone give the State the 

opportunity to present any evidence you’d like to present or 

any argument regarding disposition.  And then I’ll allow the 

Defense to do the same. 

 ADA McCONNELL:  Yes, sir.  Chief Mark Crowe is 

here to offer a victim impact statement. 

 THE COURT:  Okay. 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  May I -- may I ask, Judge, and 

Mr. McConnell, that we be allowed to present our evidence 

and then maybe Chief Crowe can say what he believes to be 

appropriate, if we could do it kind of out of order? 

 THE COURT:  I don’t have -- 

 ADA McCONNELL:  That’s fine.  That’s fine with me.  

That would give him an opportunity to rebut anything -- 

 THE COURT:  Right. 

 ADA McCONNELL:  -- that came out. 

 THE COURT:  Okay.  All right. 

  He can either do it from the podium, or if you’d 

like for Mr. Williams to take -- 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  No, Judge, my client is not as 

articulate as I believe necessary.  So we’ve talked about this, 

and he’s authorized me to say the things that I’m about to say 

to the Court.  If at any time I’m representing anything to the 

Court that does not represent his -- his -- his feelings, I’m 

gone ask him to let me know and I’ll amend them. 
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  First of all, I have to start out, Judge, by 

apologizing.  Mr. McConnell sent me a document yesterday.  

Sometimes, Judge, people can do the right thing with the 

wrong results.  Sometimes people can have good intentions 

and produce bad results, not because they’re bad people but 

just because things happen. 

  Mr. McConnell sent me picture yesterday that I 

should have downloaded.  I didn’t even show it to my client.  

And -- and so -- and I apologize for not downloading it, but 

I’ll try and describe it as best as I know how to.  It was a 

picture of Chief Crowe and -- and his wife and their adopted 

son. 

 ADA McCONNELL:  … (unintelligible).  I don’t think 

he’s legally been adopted. 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  I understand, and I’m not 

representing that he’s been -- you know. 

 THE COURT:  The Court understands. 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  And -- and when I saw the 

picture, I think what is sufficient to say, Judge, is that he is of 

the same hue as I. 

  May I publish it to the Court? 

 ADA McCONNELL:  Please. 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  Sometimes, Judge, when 

things are said, they can be hurtful.  One of the things that we 

do when we’re in the public eye, we open ourselves up to 
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people saying things about us.  And people do say things 

about us.  People say things about everybody, but -- but 

sometimes because we’re out there in the public eye, they say 

more about us. 

  I cannot in good conscience come into this court -

- and I didn’t have this to show to my client -- and accuse 

Chief Crowe of being racist, and I’m not gone do that.  And 

if I did, the Court wouldn’t believe it because the pictures 

certainly don’t substantiate that.  And -- and to the extent that 

it might have been implied over the last three, three and a 

half years that his conduct has been racially motivated, I 

think race … (unintelligible) speak for itself.  And I would 

like to apologize to him and the Court and the community 

because I just don’t think that that’s the case.  I mean, I don’t 

think if you’re a racist you would have an adopted son of my 

hue. 

  Having said that, Judge, I’m not trying to 

minimize what happened on April the 14th, 2009.  I think 

what happened is you had people meaning well put into a 

situation that got out of hand.  And it just got out of hand. 

  Now, I think the Court and I would certainly ask 

Mr. McConnell to accept that two people observing the same 

occurrence can walk away from it with two different 

interpretations as to what happened.  That’s just the nature of 

us as human beings.  Okay? 
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  I think what happened on the 14th of April, 2009, 

as I look at it -- and, Judge, I have to -- I have to look at 

every act that takes place in the best set of circumstances.  I 

cannot impugn wrong on the part of anybody.  That’s not my 

purpose, Judge.  Okay.  What we’re trying to do here today is 

to respond to a bad situation and put it behind us.  It has been 

divisive (pronouncing) or divisive (pronouncing) in this 

community too long. 

  And I -- I think, you know, sometimes when 

we’re conditioned, Judge -- and I ask you to bear with me -- 

sometimes when we’re raised, we’re conditioned to hear 

something out of circumstances that maybe don’t exist.  The 

older I get the more I understand that we can be programmed 

to expect a condition, and even if a condition is not there, we 

still expect it. 

  I’ve never been real good in this psychological 

type thing, and I’m getting outside of my area, assuming I 

have one.  But my point is, what I would ask the Court to 

consider is -- and I’m accepting, and I’m asking my client to 

accept, and I’m asking the community to accept that on April 

the 14th, 2009, Chief Crowe intended no ill will to anybody.  

But because of the wording, it got misinterpreted, Judge.  

And I don’t think it got misinterpreted because he’s a bad 

man, and I certainly don’t believe it got misinterpreted 

because he’s a bad man.  But that’s the reason why we have 
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courts, and the judges are here so they can help us resolve 

these situations. 

  Judge, I think it would solve -- and, now, I don’t 

have a right to step into the Court’s arena.  But I don’t think 

it will solve any purpose, Judge, to continue to punish 

anybody.  Everybody has been punished enough. 

  Now, number one, I did not get Chief Crowe’s 

permission.  He didn’t even know I was gone talk about his 

adopted son.  And -- and I could have done it improperly and 

I could have offended him.  It certainly was not my intent.  

My intent was to say my admiration for him, not to offend 

him.  But even though I was doing the right thing, it could 

have had the wrong consequences.  That’s what I’m trying to 

say, Judge. 

  And if I did, I apologize because I didn’t mean it 

that way.  I respect the relationship between you, your wife, 

and your adopted son.  Okay.  I honestly believe if more 

people in our community had the same attitude, we’d be 

better off, both sides.  Okay? 

  But I would ask the Court -- he’s been punished 

enough.  Chief Crowe has been walking around for the last 

three and a half years with at least half of the people that he 

serves looking at him -- even though that haven’t had the 

courage to say it -- thinking that he’s a racist.  And that’s 

what I meant when I said sometimes things are -- some things 
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are more hurtful than others.  Some things are more hurtful 

than others.  Some things hurt on the outside, and some 

things hurt to the core.  And when it hurts to the core, you 

have to resist it, because that’s your being.  That’s your 

purpose.  That’s your character. 

  Now, but just as Chief Crowe has been punished, 

so has he been punished.  He has been driven near 

bankruptcy, Judge.  In all honesty and all candor, and I state 

in my place, this is a very expensive, difficult process that 

he’s been through in the last three and a half years, Judge.  

He’s lost his car.  He’s behind in child support.  Everything 

that could happen to him shy of going to jail has happened to 

him. 

  Is that correct? 

 DEFENDANT WILLIAMS:  Yes, sir. 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  We would ask the Court, 

Judge, to first of all accept this as a genuine, sincere apology 

for the event.  We’re not trying to place blame.  If we’re 

gonna place blame, we’re gone place blame on the fact that it 

occurred. 

  And we’d like to ask the Court to -- we’re not 

eligible for First Offender.  We’d ask the Court to consider 

probating it or, Judge, allowing him to do his probation out of 

Liberty County.  He is in construction.  There is no work 
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available locally.  Allow him to travel and to report by phone 

and any other terms of conditions. 

  Is that -- 

 DEFENDANT WILLIAMS:  Yes, sir. 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  But, Judge, we want to make 

sure that we come across loud and clear to every nook and 

cranny in this county, to every nook and cranny, every 

residual person, that while there was a misunderstanding -- 

and a serious misunderstanding -- that there’s absolutely no 

basis to stand here and say that Chief Crowe is a racist or that 

he did anything because of racism … (unintelligible).  And I 

think that is important to say that for him as it is for me to say 

what I have to say for my client. 

 THE COURT:  All right.  Thank you, Mr. Brown. 

  Mr. McConnell? 

 ADA McCONNELL:  The State calls Mark Crowe. 

 THE COURT:  All right.  Mr. Crowe -- Chief Crowe 

rather. 

  If you would raise your right hand and be sworn, 

please sir. 

 

 (Chief Crowe is duly sworn.) 

 

 THE COURT:  All right. 
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CHIEF MARK CROWE, duly sworn, is examined 

and testifies as follows: 

 

 DIRECT EXAMINATION BY ADA McCONNELL: 

 

 Q Would you state your name, please? 

 A My name is Mark Crowe. 

 Q How are you currently employed? 

 A I’m currently employed with the City of Pembroke 

Police Department. 

 Q In what capacity? 

 A I’m the Chief of Police. 

 Q How long have you been Chief of Police there? 

 A A little over three years. 

 Q How long have you spent in law enforcement? 

 A The last 15 years. 

 Q And how were you employed back on April the 14th, 

2009? 

 A On that date I was employed with the Bryan County 

Sheriff’s Department as the drug investigator. 

 Q You were present when I outlined the factual basis for 

the plea? 

 A Yes. 

 Q Was there anything that needs to be added to those facts 

that I outlined to the Court? 
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 A No, sir. 

 Q This is your opportunity to present a victim impact 

statement to tell the Court how this offense has impacted you. 

 A Well, before Mr. -- excuse me – before Mr. Brown’s 

statement, I had a lot to say.  I just wanted Mr. Brown and the 

family of Mr. Williams to know that never have I ever and -- and 

don’t now hold any animosity or hatred towards their family at all.  

I tried to get, you know, through this and past this as best we 

could.  Well, saying that, I have a -- a permanent scar on my arm 

that will be a constant reminder of the situation and the turmoil that 

I and my family have been through for the last three years because 

of this.  And, you know, like I said, I work in -- in law 

enforcement.  I work in this process, I believe in this process, and I 

believe the Court will -- will deal with this accordingly.  And that’s 

all I have to say. 

 ADA McCONNELL:  Thank you. 

 THE COURT:  Any questions, Mr. -- 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  I have no questions, Judge. 

 THE COURT:  All right. 

  Anything further? 

 ADA McCONNELL:  No, Your Honor. 

 THE COURT:  All right.  Well, the first thing that I 

would say is that I think we can all agree that Chief Crowe 

does have an excellent reputation.  His family has an 

excellent reputation.  And if anybody questioned that, all you 
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have to do is look at the election results of the clerk’s race 

and -- we just went through in the -- in the past week.  And 

that was confirmed countywide, so -- 

  While the clerk’s in here, I’ll congratulate her on -

- on her success and continued employment as the Clerk of 

Court here in Bryan County. 

  You know, there are situations that come up like 

this that have the potential to do a lot of harm.  And when I 

say harm, I’m not specifically limiting that to the players 

involved, not harm to just Mr. Williams, just to Chief Crowe 

or his family, to the community. 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  Yes. 

 THE COURT:  And how we step back and sometimes 

not do anything for a little while, let everybody take a deep 

breath, and then address it professionally and with 

forethought, oftentimes does as much good as the damage 

could have done, as far as the degree is concerned. 

  I will say this.  Every judge has their own way of 

doing things.  Every judge -- it was always my experience, 

there was always this one offense that seemed to get under 

the judge’s skin a little worse than others.  All of us I think 

remember Judge Harvey.  If you really wanted to find 

yourself on thin ice, a residential burglary would offend 

Judge Harvey, it seemed in my experience, more than -- than 
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any other offense.  And each judge seems to have that 

offense that they have little patience with. 

  And quite frankly, historically, mine has been 

obstruction of a law enforcement officer.  And the reason I 

say that is if our law enforcement officers can’t go about their 

work without the threat of harm, then that’s a threat to our 

entire society.  And that -- that is significant.  And I say that 

not to scare Mr. Williams.  I say that because that’s how 

serious this case is. 

  Now, having said that, let’s talk about what my 

daddy used to call the elephant in the room.  That was that 

thing that nobody wanted to talk about, that everybody knew 

was there.  This had -- had the potential to be racially divisive 

and to do substantial harm to a lot of good relationships that 

exist in Bryan County and -- and in this area.  If we handle it 

the way it should be handled, it likewise has the potential to 

do a lot of good, because it can in store -- or it can -- it can 

cause both sides to realize everybody was really after the 

same thing in this situation.  And that was for it to be handled 

properly, dealt with like adults, and with respect from one 

side to the other so that we reach a result that years from now 

we can look back and say that was well done.  It was well 

handled, and we put it behind us.  We moved on, and we 

benefitted from it because we learned a little bit about one 
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another through that process.  And I think that has been done 

here. 

  I’ve got to impose a sentence.  If we do not 

enforce our laws, we might as well close the doors to the 

courthouse.  But when I took the oath to go on the bench, I 

said I was gone treat everybody fairly, and I meant that with 

every fiber of my being.  Sometimes it’s more difficult to do 

that than in others, okay.  That’s not the case in this case.  

There are some offenses -- I think of child victims.  I think of 

elder abuse.  Sometimes it’s hard.  It’s a challenge to treat 

everybody fairly.  But I think we’re at a place in this case 

where we see what’s happened.  We see the professional 

manner that Chief Crowe has handled himself.  We see where 

Mr. Brown has professionally and effectively represented his 

client well, and the community has benefitted from it. 

  So taking all of that totality of the circumstances 

into consideration, what the Court’s going to do is sentence 

Mr. Williams to five years, but I’m going to allow him to 

serve that five years on probation.  I’m going, as a special 

condition of probation, require him to serve 120 to 150 days 

in a probation detention center, but I’m going to hold that in 

abeyance.  Okay?  There will be a fine in the amount of $500 

plus all add-ons and surcharges. 
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  The -- and quite frankly, holding the detention 

center in abeyance, I know that there’s a -- if it was a First 

Offender situation, we probably wouldn’t do that. 

  But, Mr. Williams, what you need to understand 

is, if that detention center time ever comes into play, then it 

won’t be anything I did.  You get to make that decision.  You 

can put this behind you and have a very productive life.  And 

I understand you’re in the construction industry, and I hope -- 

I hope you do just that and that this -- this is an incident that 

you look back on and grow -- grow from and -- and put 

behind you.  Okay? 

 DEFENDANT WILLIAMS:  Yes, sir. 

 THE COURT:  Thirty days from today to file an appeal 

of this order if you choose to do so. 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

 THE COURT:  All right. 

  You’re gone need to meet with probation before 

you leave here today.  Okay, Mr. Williams? 

 ATTORNEY BROWN:  Thank you, Your Honor. 

 THE COURT:  That concludes the hearing. 
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